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In 2016, Downtown Akron Partnership and the city of 

Akron embarked on the development of a long range plan 

for downtown for the first time in DAP’s history. From the 

beginning, the plan was supported by Mayor Dan Horrigan, 

whose Blue Ribbon Task Force saw the need for such a plan. 

It was also a primary recommendation from DAP’s strategic 

planning process that took place last year.

Mayor Horrigan and his staff joined with DAP’s leadership in 

assembling a multidisciplinary group of 37 representatives from 

small and corporate business, development, city and county 

government, health systems, non-profits, finance, education, 

housing, tourism, real estate and philanthropy to populate the 

committee.

DAP contracted with nationally-recognized consultants MKSK 

of Columbus to lead Phase I of the Downtown Vision and 

Redevelopment Plan, which was supported by the John S. and 

James L. Knight Foundation and GAR Foundation.

The first phase of the process integrated more than 150 citizens 

and stakeholders in a five month collective decision making 

planning process. It evaluated existing conditions as well as 

plans and processes that have been undertaken that intersect 

with the downtown neighborhood. Through the process, 

DOWNTOWN AKRON VISION AND REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Results of phase I announced at Nov. 15 press conference in the historic Landmark building

ten planning principles were identified to be prioritized and 

integrated into future public or private developments. Many 

of these principles 

are now paired with 

workgroups charged 

with leading the 

full development 

and integration of 

the principle into 

the way Downtown 

Akron does business. 

Finally, the process 

identified five key 

opportunity sites 

for development and provided recommendations for each to 

catalyze growth. Of the five sites identified, the Lock 3 & 4 area 

and Main & Exchange were prioritized as the most critical and 

catalytic areas to begin work.

Phase II of the plan, which will involve broad community 

engagement, is already being discussed.

Visit www.downtownakron.com/plan for the full slide show of 

results, opportunity sites and recommendations.

Mayor Horrigan introduced legislation to the planning 

committee of Akron City Council on Nov. 28 to authorize the 

sale of several buildings along Main Street, including the historic 

Landmark Building (the former 

Akron Savings & Loan), to 

Bowery Development Group, 

LLC (“Bowery Development 

Group”) for redevelopment 

into mixed-use residential, 

office and retail space.

The proposed legislation, 

which comes less than 

two weeks after Mayor 

Horrigan and Downtown 

Akron Partnership released 

the findings from Phase I of the Downtown Vision and 

Redevelopment Plan, provides for the sale of the Landmark 

Building (156 South Main Street) for a percentage of the 

tax increment financing, estimated at $1.3 million. Bowery 

Development Group will renovate the nearly 70,000 square feet 

of available space in the Landmark Building into restaurant/

retail space on the main floor and approximately 86 one- 

and two-bedroom loft apartments on the upper 11 floors, all 

pursuant to Historic Tax Credit Guidelines.

The agreement also provides for the sale of five vacant 

buildings abutting Lock 4 (164-176 and 186 South Main) for $10. 

Bowery Development Group will restore these buildings, under 

the Historic Tax Credit Guidelines, for mixed use, including 

historic loft residential, historic loft boutique office, retail, 

restaurant, bar and/or entertainment.

“This is exactly the type of catalytic development that Phase I 

of the Downtown Vision and Redevelopment Plan encouraged,” 

Mayor Horrigan said of the project.

Visit www.downtownakron.com/news to read the city’s full 

press release about the project and view a PDF presentation.

MAYOR HORRIGAN INTRODUCES LEGISLATION FOR RENOVATION 
OF THE HISTORIC LANDMARK BUILDING INTO MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT

Attendees at the press conference 
on Nov. 15. Photo by the city of Akron



WELCOME POP UP PROGRAM CLIENTS

Chameleon Cafe

23 S. Main St. | 234-334-3603 | www.chameleoncafeakron.com

The Chameleon Cafe is Downtown Akron’s newest café - coffee 

shop and a second location by the owners of the Culinary 

Chamelon in the Federal Buidling. The cafe offers gourmet 

coffee, homemade soups and artisan wraps and sandwiches.

Stray Dog Cafe

75 S. Main St. | (330) 524-1419 | Facebook @StrayDogCart

Stray Dog rolled into a street level storefront 

on the Main Street side of the Akron-Summit 

County Public Library. Their offerings 

include American, barbeque, breakfast, 

burgers, hot dogs, pizza, sandwiches, 

seafood, vegetarian and more.

WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES

Full Grip Games

121 E. Market St. | 330-622-2127 | www.fullgripgames.com 

Full Grip Games is a new game store that specializes in buying, 

selling and trading Magic: the Gathering singles. They also carry 

a variety of board games and have opening gaming space 

available seven days a week.

Noto North

106 N. Main St. | (330) 451-6686  | www.notoboutique.com

NOTO North, sister store to NOTO Boutique, opened on 

Aug. 6 in the Northside District. NOTO North will be a multi -

brand lifestyle store, featuring a carefully  curated collection 

of women’s and men’s new and vintage fashion apparel, bold 

accessories, playful home decor, and bath and body products.
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Ohio Shakespeare Festival

103 S. High St. | 330-673-8761 | www.ohioshakespearefestival.com

The Ohio Shakespeare Festival (OSF) moved into their new 

indoor and year-round venue at Greystone Hall with a newly 

extended season beginning in fall 2016. As a professional 

theatre company, they are dedicated to articulating the 

inherently theatrical components of Shakespeare and his fellow 

playwrights throughout the ages. 

Pin Oak Energy Partners

209 S. Main St. | 330-485-3368 | www.pinoakep.com

Pin Oak Energy Partners is an independent energy company 

focused on the acquisition, exploration, development and 

production of crude oil and natural gas assets.

Pyramid Consulting International

1 Cascade Plz. | www.pyramidint.com

Pyramid Consulting International was established to help 

organizations successfully develop and implement their 

strategies. They assist a diverse client base in meeting the 

demands of today’s challenging markets. The unique proprietary 

approach that they adopt has resulted in rapid growth of the 

company and its client base.

Totally Tangled Creations

140 E. Market St. | Facebook @TotallyTangledCreations

View beautiful Zentagle-inspired art by April Couch in the new 

Totally Tangled Creations studio on the 3rd floor of Summit 

Artspace. A Zentangle is a complicated looking drawing that 

is built one line at a time. Simple tangles, or patterns, are 

combined in an unplanned way that grows and changes in 

unbelievable and amazing ways. Every piece, whether on wood 

or paper, are unbelievably detailed, unique and amazing works 

of art that can not be duplicated.

Downtown Akron’s Pop Up Retail Program phase 1 was supported by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and 
welcomed seven retail businesses since its inception which resulted in 28 new employees and $221,00 in lease revenue. 

Phase 2 continues in 2016-17 through support from the Burton D. Morgan Foundation and will also focus on cultivating 
retail storefronts that add to the quality of downtown, and in particular, Main Street. The program will again provide a 
temporary lease subsidy and connection to a network of assistance providers to support business in the district. 

Chameleon CafeChameleon Cafe Noto NorthNoto North Totally Tangled Totally Tangled 

CreationsCreations
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The DAP Ambassador team patrols the downtown area to provide valuable hospitality and 
maintenance services to the district. For quick and effi cient assistance, ambassadors at your 
service. Call the on-duty number at (330) 706-7383. (Stats year to date: Jan.-Sept. 2016)

DAP AMBASSADORS - HERE TO HELP

TRASH COLLECTED (LBS)

31,088
BUSINESS CONTACTS MADE

1,496
PARKING ASSISTS

2,784

GRAFFITI REMOVED

1,127

POWER WASHING (GALS)

13,201

MOTORIST ASSISTS

168

SAFETY ESCORTS

69

HOSPITALITY ASSISTS

7,530

On Oct. 25, Downtown Akron Partnership (DAP) was among 19 

winners announced for round two of the Knight Arts Challenge 

in Akron. The award ceremony was held at the Akron Civic 

Theatre. 

The challenge funds the 

best ideas for engaging 

and enriching communities 

through the arts. In 2016, a 

total of $8 million was given 

to grassroots ideas in four 

cities: Akron, Ohio, Detroit, 

South Florida and St. Paul, 

Minnesota.

Any person, business or 

nonprofit can enter by 

following three rules: The idea 

must be about about the arts; the project must take place or 

benefit Akron and winners must raise matching funds to meet 

the grant amount. 

DAP received $154,000 to create the High Arts Festival to 

elevate and celebrate Akron’s arts community by expanding 

Akron Art Prize into a 30-day festival featuring local artists in 

the genre of music and film, in addition to visual arts. The public 

will still continue to vote for favorites in each category via the 

app created for Akron Art Prize.

The High Arts Festival will elevate the artistic excellence of the 

arts community through peer-to-peer assessment, connect new 

audiences to local art and individual artists, and increase the 

awareness of the vibrant artistic hub that exists in Downtown 

Akron and in the city of Akron.

In 2017 the festival goal is to accept up to 200 visual art pieces, 

up to 60, :60-second film entries and up to 50 musical entries 

throughout the Historic Arts and Northside Districts.

DOWNTOWN AKRON PARTNERSHIP SELECTED AS A KNIGHT ARTS 
CHALLENGE RECIPIENT

“I want to send this email about amazing service 
that I received from one of your cleaning and safety 
ambassadors, Mark Gibbs. I work at Akron Children’s 
Hospital and I locked my keys in my car. Not only did 
I lock my keys in my car but I left them in the ignition 
with the car still running! He was so quick on his feet 
to try different ways to get the keys and would not 
give up! I can’t thank him enough.”

“I want to say thank you for 
providing friendly, helpful 

ambassadors in your community.  
My friend and I spent a delightful 
afternoon visiting and exploring 
downtown Akron recently. We 
encountered Lanita Ware who 
gave us excellent information 

and directions to the art museum, 
Quaker Oats silos, and a number 

of other downtown locations.  
She was super friendly and 

welcoming!

We were very impressed with 
the city and the friendly people 
we encountered that day on our 

Great Akron Adventure.”



AKRON RUBBERDUCKS GM RECOGNIZED

The Eastern League announced that 

Akron RubberDucks general manager 

and chief operating officer Jim Pfander 

has been named its 2016 Eastern 

League Executive of the Year. 

In 2016, Akron hosted the 2016 Eastern 

League All-Star Game and Home Run 

Derby for the first time, saw an increase 

of more than 10,000 in attendance, and the team won its fifth 

Eastern League championship. 

“It is truly a staff award,” said Pfander. “We, as a staff, 

accomplished some amazing things in 2016 and this award 

would not be possible without the hard working team we have 

in place in the Akron front office.”

Under Pfander’s leadership, this season the RubberDucks 

were nominated by the Eastern League for the minor league 

baseball’s top award, the John H. Johnson President’s Award, 

which goes to the most “complete” baseball franchise that 

has demonstrated franchise stability while making significant 

contributions to its community, its league and to the baseball 

industry. 

2016 BUSINESS GROWTH AWARDS

Three Downtown Akron businesses were recognized at the 

2016 Cascade Capital Business Growth Awards. This program 

honors businesses from Summit, Medina, Stark, Portage, Wayne, 

Ashland and Holmes counties that have achieved significant 

growth in sales or employment.

Metisentry was awarded as the Best Overall Success Story, 

Technology. Metisentry has become a leading force in web and 

software development, helping businesses improve inefficiencies 

and solve problems that exist in the marketplace.

Squints Inc., a software development firm and WhiteSpace 

Creative, an integrated team of brand bulders and difference 
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makers were also named honorees in the categories of 

Technology and Service, respectively.

AKRON SYMPHONY NAMES NEW MARKETING/

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

The Greater Akron Musical Association announced the hiring 

of Thomas Moore as marketing and communications manager. 

Moore will develop and implement programs that help the 

orchestra achieve its attendance and ticket sales goals, while 

also promoting its image and visibility. 

A graduate of Kent State University, he served as associate 

director of marketing for the Western Reserve Academy for 

14 years. He also worked as a content marketing specialist for 

Amp Fitness in Beachwood and Morrison Marketing in Hudson. 

“I am proud and excited to join an organization as esteemed 

as the Greater Akron Musical Association and the Akron 

Symphony Orchestra,” said Moore. “I look forward to educating 

Northeast Ohio about the organization’s commitment to 

enriching the community through educational and musical 

excellence, and sharing the message that you don’t have to 

travel far to hear great music.”

JACKSON KELLY PLLC HIGHLY RANKED 

NATIONALLY AND IN METRO AREAS BY 2017 U.S. 

NEWS-BEST LAWYERS ‘BEST LAW FIRMS’

Jackson Kelly PLLC, a law firm located at 50 S. Main Street 

in the Akron Centre building, is pleased to announce that the 

firm has been highly ranked in the 2017 edition of the U.S. 

News-Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms,” including national Tier 

1 recognition – the highest possible ranking – in the areas of 

Mining Law and Natural Resource Law. 

Jackson Kelly Akron office received the following “Best Law 

Firms” Metropolitan area rankings:

Tier 1 – Akron, Ohio: Litigation – Construction 

Tier 2 – Akron, Ohio: Commercial Litigation

Canal Park StadiumCanal Park Stadium Akron Symphony at Lock 3Akron Symphony at Lock 3 Shoppes at Akron CentreShoppes at Akron Centre



 AKRON CIVIC THEATRE TO UNDERGO ANOTHER RENOVATION 
(Reprinted with permission of the Akron Beacon Journal and Ohio.com, by Rick 

Armon) 

The giant chandelier in the grand lobby of the 

Akron Civic Theatre is due for a polish.

The downtown theater plans to use a $530,000 

grant from the state and is seeking another 

$50,000 through the Summit County Land Bank 

to refurbish the chandelier, make repairs to its 

roof, and upgrade electrical work and heating 

and air conditioning.

Summit County plans to lend its oversight during 

the renovation project, which theater officials 

hope begins in September and is wrapped up in three or four months.

“The Civic Theatre is the crown jewel of Summit County and we should do 

everything we can to preserve it for generations to come,” County Councilman 

John Schmidt said.

The facility is owned by the Development Finance Authority of Summit County, 

an economic development arm of the county.

The upcoming work won’t interfere with any performances, although there will 

be temporary lighting in place of the chandelier while it is being refurbished, 

said Howard Parr, executive director of the theater.

The Civic, which first opened in 1929, underwent a $22.6 million renovation in 

2002. The new work is an extension of that earlier project.

When the latest upgrades are completed — the majority of the money will 

be spent on electrical work — Parr estimated that the facility still will need $1 

million to $2 million in aesthetic work, such as painting and replacing the brass 

doors at the entrance. There’s no need to do the aesthetic work until the roof 

repairs and electrical upgrades are made, he said.

AKRON CHILDREN’S HOSPTIAL EXPANSION TO TOTAL $84 MILLION

Akron Children’s Hospital will break ground in February 2017 on a 230,000 square-

foot addition to its seven-story 

Considine Professional Building, 215 

W. Bowery St., across from the main 

hospital building.

The addition will bring together all 

of Akron Children’s outpatient clinics 

and programs in Downtown Akron 

and continue the campus transformation that began when the hospital broke 

ground on the Kay Jewelers Pavilion in 2012. That project included a new emergency 

department, neonatal intensive care unit and GOJO Outpatient Surgery Center.

In addition to consolidating outpatient programs currently located in the main 

hospital, the Locust Professional Building and elsewhere, the addition will help meet 

the demand for more physician office space and streamline wayfinding for patients.

DOWNTOWN AKRON SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - 3RD QUARTER 2016

DOWNTOWN UPDATE - BIZ NEWS

PYRAMID CONSULTING
1 CASCADE PLAZA

“Pyramid Consulting is a management 
consulting firm with headquarters in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Recently, we 
were hired by FirstEnergy to help them 
improve their business processes. It 
was an easy choice for us to locate in 
Downtown Akron because of the great 
cultural and social aspects that it offers.  

Downtown Akron Partnership has 
helped us tremendously in finding an 
office space downtown. We are now 
very close to our client, and with all the 
facilities that are located downtown 
we are home away from home. I would 
encourage other companies that are 
doing business in the Cleveland/Akron 
area to seriously consider Downtown 
Akron for location. It has worked great 
for us.”

-Sherif Farghal, President
 Downtown business since 2016

What brings 
your business to 
Downtown Akron?

KRUGLIAK, WILKINS, 
GRIFFITHS, DOUGHERTY, LPA
50 S. MAIN ST.

“I think the best part is being part 
of a downtown community that is 
vested and committed into making our 
downtown a village: A destination for 
business, industry, residence, culture 
and entertainment.”  

-Edward V. Buehrle, Esq.
 Downtown business since 2010

QUARTERLY DISTRICT MTGS 

DAP coordinates meetings to facilitate 

discussions among stakeholders and 

provide updates on downtown activities 

and initiatives. The meetings are quarterly, 

the second Thursday of the month.

Historic Arts District 

Jan 12, April 13, July 13, Oct. 12 | 10-11 a.m.  

ASCPL main branch

Canal District

Feb. 9, May 11, Aug. 10, Nov. 9 | 2-3 p.m. 

Howe House 

Northside District: 

Dec. 8, March 9, June 8, Sept. 14 | 1-2 p.m. 

Jilly’s Music Room

RSVP via EventBrite at 

www.downtownakron.com/work/district-

meetings



O’Neil’s Building

222  S. Main St. 

The renovated O’Neil’s building is a 

beautiful Class A offi ce building of over 

267,000 SF. The interior building fi nishes 

feature mahogany woodwork, terrazzo 

and marble fl ooring. An attached covered 

parking garage owned by the city of Akron 

offers easy access and maneuverability 

for tenants and visitors. Currently the 

confi guration offers both private offi ces 

and an open work space environment. The 

building, completely renovated in 2000, is 

adjacent to Lock 3, has excellent access to 

I-77, I-76 and Route 8, has 24-hour on-site 

security and interior fi nishes and marbled 

fl oor plates.

FEATURED BUSINESS
CliftonLarsonAllen

AES Campus Building

388 S. Main St. 

With local offi ces in Akron and Canton, Ohio,  

CliftonLarsonAllen is a national professional 

services fi rm. The fi rm’s professionals 

practice in specifi c industries to deliver 

wealth advisory, outsourcing, audit, tax and 

consulting capabilities best aligned with 

their client’s needs.

FEATURED PROPERTYDOWNTOWN UPDATE - CONSTRUCTION
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THE OHIO CANAL INTERCEPTOR TUNNEL (OCIT): THE LARGEST 

PROJECT UNDER THE AKRON WATERWAYS RENEWED! PROGRAM

A joint venture between Illinois-based Kenny Construction Co. and Tokyo-based 

Obayashi Corp. will bore the tunnel, which will be 27 feet in diameter, span a 

distance of 6,240 feet, will be able to hold 25.6 million gallons of stormwater and 

sewage during heavy rain events and control nine of the overflows into the Ohio & 

Erie Canal and Little Cuyahoga River. The $184.1 million bid by the Kenny/Obayashi 

JV came in below the engineer’s estimate of $252.2 million.

Construction has started on the OCIT tunnel and blasting will be required for 

the project. Notices have been sent to provide residents and businesses with an 

update for the three blasting areas of the OCIT project: Rack 19 Drop Shaft, OCIT-

2 Drop shaft, and OCIT-3 Drop Shaft.

Rack 19 Drop Shaft:  Blasting activities at Rack 19 Drop Shaft began on Tuesday, 

Nov. 8 and will continue into 2017.  The Rack 19 Drop Shaft is located at the 

intersection of Market Street and Dart Street adjacent to the Federal Building.  The 

blasting activities will be conducted Monday through Friday and will only occur 

between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.  Crews anticipate one or two blasting 

events each day, perhaps one mid-morning and one mid-afternoon.

OCIT-2 Drop Shaft: Blasting activities began in mid-November at the OCIT-2 Drop 

Shaft. The OCIT-2 Drop Shaft is located at the intersection of Glendale Avenue and 

Rand Avenue. 

OCIT-3 Drop Shaft:  Blasting activities at the OCIT-3 Drop will most likely not take 

place before the end of the year. This drop shaft is located on West Exchange 

Street adjacent to 69 Taps.

The audible warning protocol which will be produced by a siren or air horn 

immediately before each blast is as follows:

5 Minutes Prior to the Blast - 5 long whistles

3 Minutes Prior to the Blast - 5 short whistles

1 Minutes Prior to the Blast - 1 long whistles

To learn more, watch the video at www.akronwaterwaysrenewed.com/ocit.aspx.

DASH AROUND DOWNTOWN AKRON WITH METRO

Have you seen the big purple METRO bus 

driving around downtown? This fun and 

fresh bus is the new downtown circulator, 

the DASH. Students, professionals, residents 

and guests of Akron are welcome to cruise 

around for free on weekdays.

The DASH is a great way to travel 

downtown efficiently and quickly. Buses 

arrive every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

and every 15 minutes from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

DASH sponsors include the city of Akron, 

Downtown Akron Partnership, and GPD Group. The DASH schedule is available on 

www.akronmetro.org.



DOWNTOWN AKRON ARTWALK

Saturday, Dec. 3 | 5-10 p.m. 

Northside & Historic Arts  | www.downtownakron.com

On the first Saturday of each 

month the Artwalk features nearly 

two dozen destinations for art, 

shopping, dining and entertainment 

with offerings that fit every budget. 

Hand-made pottery, ceramic, 

paintings, textiles, jewelry and 

eclectic house wares all dot the 

footprint of this spectacular monthly event. The participating 

spaces change every month, as do the exhibitions, food and 

entertainment. Each month is a unique experience and a 

wonderful opportunity to meet the artists that make downtown 

a culturally and artistically vibrant community.

The city of Akron’s free trolley service runs the entire route, 

making shopping convenient and parking painless.

CRAFTY MART PRESENTS COTTAGE MART

Sat./Sun., Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18 | 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Lock 3  | www.craftymart.org

For a second year, Crafty Mart is proud to bring local artists 

and makers to the charming 

wooden cottages located at Lock 

3 in Downtown Akron for holiday 

shopping. Cottage Mart will 

feature all-new curated collection 

of handmade wares--each 

weekend is a different assortment 

of artists and makers.

FIRST NIGHT AKRON

Saturday, Dec. 31 | 6 p.m.-midnight 

Downtown Akron  | www.firstnightakron.org

First Night Akron, Akron’s community celebration is a New 

Year’s Eve event unlike any other. Now 

in its 21st year, the event features more 

than 40 experiences representing the 

region’s best in music, dance, theater, 

interactive and visual arts. Many 

exciting changes and new features 

are in store for the 21st annual event, 

including nearly 20 new performances 

and activities and the return of the traditional crowd favorites. 

Admission buttons, designed by local artist April Couch, are 

now on sale at Acme Fresh Market, FirstMerit Bank, online at 

www.firstnightakron.org and several other community locations.

DOWNTOWN AKRON PASSPORTS

Explore Downtown Akron for one year with 14 events

Be a tourist in your own town and 

explore 14 Downtown Akron events for 

just $15 with the Discover Downtown 

Akron Passport. For the 6th year, 

Downtown Akron Partnership offers 

your passport to exploring downtown 

venues, events, theatre, special tours 

and more. The journey begins with 

First Night Akron 2017 and continues through December 2017 

with 13 additional events. Passports are now on sale at Acme 

Fresh Market, online at www.downtownakron.com/passport and 

several other locations. Visit the website for complete details. 

WINTER FEST AT LOCK 3

Through February 20, 2017 

www.lock3live.com

For the 13th consecutive winter, 

the city of Akron will provide 

residents and visitors with 

a season of family-friendly 

outdoor events and attractions 

by kicking off Winter Fest at 

Lock on November 25.

Lock 3 is Northeast Ohio’s 

most popular destination for ice skating and features Ohio’s 

largest outdoor seasonal ice skating rink. Some of Winter 

Fest’s returning attractions include: the Holiday Tree Lighting 

Ceremony, the Reindeer Run slide, the Welcome Santa Parade, 

Polar Putt-Putt, Breakfast with Santa and the Polar Cub Rink. 

Guest are encouraged to share winter experiences on socal 

media with #WinterDowntown.

AWR! CONSTRUCTION SITE TROLLEY TOURS

Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14 | 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

www.akronwaterwaysrenewed.com

The Akron Waterways Renewed! program will offer monthly 

two-hour bus tours of the completed and 

active sewer construction projects around 

the city of Akron. Tours start at the Mustill 

store, where attendees will learn all about 

its significance and the history of the 

canal, as well as the ongoing Ohio Canal 

Interceptor Tunnel (OCIT) work. Everyone will then board the 

trolley, and visit all of the six OCIT sites. Depending on time and 

weather, the tour may also stop at Cascade Valley Metro Park at 

Peck Road or at Forge Field Storage Basin (CSO Rack 14).

DOWNTOWN UPDATE - WHAT’S GOING ON
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The Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition has unveiled improvements 

along the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail in Downtown Akron 

from Lock 4 to the State Route 59 crossing. 

The public space 

improvements 

are being 

implemented 

by Groundswell 

Design Group 

based in 

Philadelphia. The 

improvements, 

which include 

enhanced lighting, planters, benches, movable furniture and 

more, seek to make the space more inviting for downtown 

residents, workers, visitors and Towpath Trail users.

“We look forward to seeing the impact of Groundswell’s work 

in Downtown Akron and the positive effect it has in bringing 

people together in public space,” said Dan Rice, president and 

CEO of the Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition.

Improvements are funded through Reimagining the Civic 

Commons, a national initiative that seeks to counter economic 

DOWNTOWN UPDATE - ENHANCEMENT & ENGAGEMENT
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OHIO & ERIE CANALWAY COALITION REIMAGINES DOWNTOWN AKRON 

and social fragmentation in our cities by revitalizing and 

connecting public spaces to bring together people from 

different backgrounds. Akron was recently selected for a $5 

million grant to engage communities and improve public space 

along the Towpath Trail from Downtown Akron to Summit Lake. 

The Lock 4 and State Route 59 improvements are the first of 

many projects to take place over the next three years.

Groundswell’s 

work, as part of the 

Reimagining the 

Civic Commons 

initiative, is 

supported by The 

JPB Foundation, 

the John S. and 

James L. Knight 

Foundation, The 

Kresge Foundation and The Rockefeller Foundation. Additional 

funding for Phase 1 was also provided by Knight Foundation.

“For more information, visit www.ohioeriecanal.org or contact 

Katelyn Freil at 330-374-5657 or kfreil@ohioeriecanal.org

In October you may have seen people carrying a giant 

inflatable marble down Main Street or saw games of oversize 

chess, checkers, Connect Four and Twister taking place on the 

sidewalk.

For nearly one week, 

these prototype 

activities were placed 

on streets, sidewalks 

and green spaces in 

downtown to encourage 

people to get out, 

experience them and re-

think the use of public 

space. 

The project was implemented by DAP with support from the 

Knight Foundation, and through direction of Gehl Studio, an 

international firm specializing in public space and public life.

Approximately 25 stakeholders consisting of small business 

owners, employees, government, corporate and non-profit 

LOSE YOUR MARBLE AND MAIN STREET PROTOTYPING

realms participated in a Gehl-led workshop to brainstorm ideas 

to test over the prototyping period.

Prototypes included pop up cafe seating and hammocks a Main 

Street, a pop-up evening beer garden, outdoor movie night, 

food and coffee carts, cafe lighting, outdoor games and idea 

chalk boards for participants to make suggestions or leave 

comments on the various activities. 

In the Lose Your Marble Challenge, a giant inflatable “marble” 

was placed outdoors 

and people were 

encouraged to work 

as a team to move the 

marble from place-to-

place.

Pedestrian counts and 

various statistics were 

gathered to inform the 

next step of the process 

beginning spring 2017.
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